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please. There has lately been a private concert, at
which Madame Hencke, or Rietz, for you know that this
is one and the same person, was present, and stood be-
hind a screen. Some noise was heard at the door. A
valet de chambre half opened it, and there found the
Princess Frederica of Prussia and Mademoiselle Voss.
The first made a sign for him to be silent. The valet de
chambre disobeyed. The King instantly rose, and intro-
duced the two ladies. Some minutes afterward, a noise
was again heard behind the screen. The King appeared
to be embarrassed. Mademoiselle Voss asked what it
was. Her royal lover replied, ((Nothing but my people. yy
The two ladies, however, had quitted the Queen's card
table to indulge this pretty whim. The King was mak-
ing a joke of the matter, on the morrow, when one of
the ladies of the palace who was present said to him,
<(The thing is very true, Sire; but it were to be wished
that it were not.)y Another lady asked him, the other
day, at table, <cBut why, Sire, are all the letters opened
at the post office? It is a very ridiculous and very odious
proceeding.J>

He was told that the German plays, which he protects
very much, are not good. <(Granted,yy replied he; <cbut
better these than a French playhouse, which would fill
Berlin with hussies, and corrupt the manners of the peo-
ple. yy. From which, no doubt, you would conclude that
the German actresses are Lucretias. You must also
especially admire the morality of this protector of morals,
who goes to sup in the house of his former mistress,
with three women, and makes a procuress of his
daughter.

He troubles himself as little with foreign politics as if
he were entirely secure from all possible tempests. He
speaks in panegyrics of the Emperor, of the French al-
ways with a sneer, of the English with respect. The
fact is, the man appears to be nothing, less than nothing;
and I fear lest those diversions which may be made in
his favor are exaggerated. I shall, on this occasion, notice
that the Due de Deux Ponts escapes us; but he unites
himself the closer to the Germanic league, which has so
high an opinion of itself that it really believes it does nottherity, which will supersede all thedress, and resource.da;r read the work, which was not then
